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Purpose of the Waiver 

� To promote, maintain and restore the 
health of eligible recipients with 
developmental disabilities. 

� To minimize the effects of illness and 
disabilities through the provision of 
needed supports and services. 

� To prevent institutionalization. 
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WAIVER SERVICES 

The waiver provides: 
� Medically necessary medical and dental 

services, 
� Medically necessary supplies and equipment,

� Assistance to secure a safe place to live, 
� Transportation to access necessary services 


and 
� Assistance to participate in a meaningful day 

activity. 
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Characteristics of People on 
the Wait list 

Individuals must: 
�	 Have confirmed diagnosis of Mental Retardation, Cerebral Palsy, 

Autism, Spina Bifida, or Prader Willi Syndrome, 
�	 Need assistance in two or more activities of daily living, 
�	 Need life long supports and services to include personal care, 

respite, supervision and training in daily living skills, employment, 
supported living, supplies and equipment, behavior services, 
medical services. 

Individuals may: 
�	 Have caregivers who are aging and will not be available to continue

to provide support in the future, 
�	 Live with their families and need assistance to gain independence 

to work, live, and learn in their communities. 
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WAIT LIST BY AGE AND DISABILITY

AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2007


Statewide Age Groups (age on October 1, 2007) 
Total 

Primary 

Primary Disability 3 to 6 7 to 12 13 to 17 18 to 21 22 to 44 45 to 64 65+ Total 

Mental Retardation 386 1,271 1,678 2,349 4,072 1,064 100 10,920 

Cerebral Palsy 352 609 289 248 470 188 24 2,180 

Autism 662 955 391 214 205 15 0 2,442 

Spina Bifida 40 64 49 45 90 25 3 316 

Prader Willi 9 8 9 4 6 2 0 38 

Total 1,456 2,916 2,416 2,860 4,843 1,294 127 15,912 

Does not include individual enrolled in FSL 

Source: Client Demographics (CLNT) and HCBS Enrollment (CTMW) databases in ABC system as of 10/1/2007 



WAIT LIST - Children 
� Approximately 10,000 individuals on the wait list are

children. 
� Children are entitled to receive services through the

school system under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) such as: 
¾ Education;

¾ Specialized Equipment;

¾ Communication Equipment;

¾ Speech, Occupational, Physical Therapy;

¾ Behavior services for education purposes.


� Children also receive services through: 
¾Children’s Medical Services and 
¾Medicaid State Plan services if family income qualifies 
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WAIT LIST NEEDS- Children 

�Children under the age of 22 need APD services 
such as behavior services, respite services, 
personal care services. 
�Once the child turns 22, the array of services 

provided under Medicaid State Plan is no longer 
available. 
�These individuals need waiver services to meet 

many of the needs previously met by Medicaid 
State Plan services. 
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WAIT LIST NEEDS - Adults 
� Majority of adults on the wait list are Medicaid eligible


and receive services under the Medicaid State Plan.

� Adults receive services from Vocational Rehabilitation,

adult services, mental health services. 
� Adults may receive very limited, non-recurring services

from APD Individual and Family Supports funding (GR
and SSBG funds). 

� Adults need long term services to gain or maintain
employment, supported living, personal care services,
training in daily living skills, supplies and equipment,
behavioral services, residential support services,
transportation, nursing services, dental services and
other services not available through Medicaid State plan
for adults. 
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Wait List –Other Services 

Service Month 

Jul-07 Aug-07 Sep-07 
1Client Count for Non-Medicaid Services 826 869 701 
2Client Count for Medicaid State Plan 
Medical, Facility, and Pharmacy Services 7,316 7,423 7,415 
1All Wait List Clients Receiving Services 7,803 7,944 7,840 

3Wait List Clients Not Receiving Services 
Client Total 

Percent of Wait List 
7,404 

50.9% 
7,509 

50.9% 
7,808 

52.0% 

FSL Waiver enrollees on the wait list for the DD/HCBS Waiver are excluded from the table.

1Clients are counted only once regardless of the number of different services they received. 

2Based on historical payment patterns, Medicaid State Plan services are  incomplete due to the


anticipated unsubmitted claims for the reported service months as of October 22, 2007.

3Any services provided by the Department of Education or other state or local resources are


not reflected in this number.

Source: Wait List Database as of July 1, August1, and September 1, 2007; ABC Database


as of October 22, 2007; and Medicaid FREEDOM Database as of November 4, 2007.




WAIVER WAIT LIST PROCESS 

�	 Individual is determined eligible for APD services 
� Individual is determined eligible for the waiver-


functional limitations in daily living activities

� Individual elects to receive community based


services rather than institutional services

�	 Individuals on the wait list are referred to other 

eligible programs by APD staff at time of
application 

�	 Waiver eligibility date establishes the order the 
person is placed on the wait list 

�	 Wait list is for waiver funded services only 
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Determining Order of Wait List 

Enrollment to Waiver Services


� Wait list ensures the agency is tracking who is seeking
services and ensures fair treatment in offering waiver
services. 

� Individuals seek to have a place on the wait list to obtain
services when needed. 

� Individual's needs and family circumstances can change
rapidly and those waiting the longest are offered
services first. 

� Due to unpredictable changes in individual
circumstances and needs it is difficult to determine the 
order to serve individuals beyond those determined to
be in crisis. 

� As of December 2007, there are 16,110 on the wait list
who are waiting to receive waiver services. 
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Determining Order of Wait List 

Enrollment to Waiver Services


�Crisis needs (homelessness, danger to 
self or others, or caregiver unable to give 
care) served first; 
�Children in Community Based Care 
�Wait list Date order; 
Those with critical or emergency needs receive 
limited, non recurring services through Individual 
and Family Support Services Budget while on the wait 
list. 



APD Crisis Reviews
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Prevalence Data 

�	 Prevalence rate for developmental 
disabilities is approx 1.5% of total 
population. 

�	 270,000 Floridians have a 
developmental disability. 

�	 Many never seek paid assistance for 
supports and services. 



Trend Data 
� Over 60% of all HCBS waiver recipients in Florida live with

their families. 
� A large percentage of Florida’s population are over the

age of 65 (16.8% as compared to 12.4 % national
average). 

� Life expectancy of individuals with developmental
disabilities has increased which increases the need for 
supports and services. 

� Aging of the caregivers will impact need for supports and
services as they become no longer able to care for their
family member. 

� An estimated 59,868 Floridians with developmental
disabilities are living with an aging caregiver, second only 
to California. 
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WAIT LIST GROWTH– Average 
255 Per Month Added 
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Length of Wait for Waiver 
Services 

*Excluding Family and Supported Living Waiver enrollees. 

Source: Wait List Database as of October 1, 2007  

100.0% 15,757Total Wait List* 
16.2%2,554Earlier than October 1, 2002More than 5 Years 

13.9%2,187October 1, 2002 - September 30, 2003 4+ to 5 Years 

9.0%1,418October 1, 2003 - March 31, 2004 42+ to 48 Months 

7.9%1,252April 1, 2004 - September 30, 2004 36+ to 42 Months 

7.0%1,102October 1, 2004 - March 31 , 2005 30+ to 36 Months 

7.7%1,214April 1, 2005 - September 30, 2005 24+ to 30 Months 

9.0%1,414October 1, 2005 - March 31, 2006 18+ to 24 Months 

10.0%1,581April 1, 2006 - September 30, 2006 12+ to 18 Months 

10.4%1,637October 1, 2006 - March 31, 2007 6 to 12 Months 

8.9%1,398Later than March 31, 2007Less than 6 Months 

%# 

Wait List Clients 
Date Placed on Wait ListLength of Wait 



�

�

Wait List Analysis Planned 

� Developing a survey tool for those on the wait list to
capture demographic data, current services, service
needs – will also be used for new applicants; 

� Will be conducting a random sample of the wait list using
an extensive standardized assessment tool used for 
current waiver enrollees- conducted by a certified 
administrator; 
The survey and random sample will assist the agency in
projecting budget needed to serve individuals on the wait
list. 
A multi-year plan will be developed to serve the wait list 
and develop future costs of the program. 
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Questions? 

QUESTIONS 
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